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News Release 

For Immediate Publication 
  

NIPPON PAINT LAUNCHES MALAYSIA’S FIRST 

ANTI-VIRAL PAINT TO COMBAT HFMD, H1N1 
Green-Certified Nippon VirusGuard with  

Silver Ion Technology to combat various viruses and bacteria 

 

Kuala Lumpur, 19 August 2015 - Malaysia’s No. 1 total coating solutions provider, Nippon 

Paint Malaysia (“Nippon Paint”) today launched the ‘first-of-its-kind’ anti-viral and anti-bacterial 

functional coating, Nippon VirusGuard. The new paint formula is developed with Silver Ion 

Technology to persistently inhibit the growth of viruses and bacteria on the coated surface, 

decreasing the spread of contagious illnesses including, Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease 

(HFMD) as well as H1N1.  

 

The revolutionary water-based hygiene paint prevents the growth of micro-organisms using a 

controlled ion-release system. Nippon VirusGuard’s anti-viral and anti-bacterial properties will 

remain for as long as the paint film is intact, without any additional treatments or special routine 

cleaning required. The paint features low odour with low VOC (Volatile Organic Compound), 

and is also eco-friendly and comes with the Singapore Green Label Test certification. 

 

“As young children play, crawl or walk, they tend to touch the wall. And like many of us, 

we tend to overlook the wall as a medium that can host and transmit dangerous viruses 

and bacteria, which can lead to illnesses such as HFMD or H1N1,” said Mr Yaw Seng Heng, 

Group Managing Director of Nippon Paint Malaysia Group at the official launch of Nippon 

VirusGuard, held at R.E.A.L Kids Centre at Bukit Jelutong, Shah Alam. 

 

In a survey undertaken by an independent marketing research consultancy, 88% of mothers 

agreed that they tend to overlook the wall as a medium that can spread dangerous viruses and 

bacteria while 86% of them said that they rarely clean or disinfect the walls. Approximately 80% 

of the respondents also agreed that their children would touch the wall all the time when they 

play, crawl or walk – but the walls are often neglected during cleaning processes unlike floors 

or furniture.  
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“The new Nippon VirusGuard is an innovative and sustainable solution that families can 

trust to provide better protection against harmful micro-organisms, while aesthetically 

enhancing their surroundings at the same time. This can help to mitigate one of the many 

factors contributing to the spreading of contagious diseases, thus parents can worry-

less, knowing that the walls their children are exposed to are safer, besides other hygiene 

practices,” Yaw added. 

 

HFMD is a common illness in Malaysia which has caused periodic closures of childcare centres 

and nurseries. Dr Chan Yoke Fun, Associate Professor from the Department of Medical 

Microbiology, Faculty of Medicine from University of Malaya elaborated, “According to the 

latest data from the Ministry of Health, a total of 13,497 HFMD cases were reported in 

Malaysia this year alone between January and April 2015, an 83% increase over the 

corresponding period last year at 7,368 cases. HFMD is endemic in Malaysia largely 

affecting infants and children below the age of 2. It is characterised by skin rashes and 

ulcers in the hand, foot or mouth; with mild fever ranging from one to three days. HFMD 

is commonly caused by viruses such as Coxsackievirus A16 (CV-A16) or Enterovirus 71 

(EV71).”  

 

She warned, “Common places that can transmit the viruses include places where children 

normally converge, including play area, nursery, day care, kindergarten as well as at 

home. Things that they will touch, including walls, toys, door knobs and sink can all carry 

the virus and other forms of bacteria. More worryingly, HFMD is highly contagious as it 

can easily be transferred from a person to another through close contact, coughing, 

sneezing as well as contact with saliva, faeces, blister fluid or contaminated objects or 

surfaces.” 

 

Dr Chan advised that while there is no effective anti-viral drug or vaccine available for the 

treatment of HFMD, parents and guardians should take preventive measures to curb its spread. 

These include frequent hand washing for the children and maintaining cleanliness of their house 

and its surroundings. She also added a person can be infected with HFMD more than once due 

to different types of viruses.   

 

In April this year, the Director General of Health from the Ministry of Health, Y. Bhg. Datuk Dr. 

Noor Hisham Abdullah indicated that a large peak of HFMD infections occurs once every three 

years, and the last large peak was in 2012 with 34,519 cases. As such, a large peak is expected 

to occur this year.  
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To further educate parents and caregivers on the dangers of HFMD infections, Nippon Paint 

has recently collaborated with R.E.A.L Education Group to repaint its R.E.A.L Kids Centre at 

Bukit Jelutong with Nippon VirusGuard, creating a child-friendly haven to further safeguard the 

students from HFMD and other forms of viral and bacterial infections. 

 

Mr Ee Ching Wah, President of R.E.A.L Education Group said, “At R.E.A.L, we not only have 

our students’ educational needs at heart but also their overall health and well-being. As 

such, this joint initiative with Nippon Paint is indeed fitting and timely as it allows us to 

supplement our ongoing efforts in protecting key areas of our children’s health and 

safety. With kindergarten also functioning as a ‘second home’; we are dedicated towards 

creating, maintaining and upgrading a clean and fun environment for our children; while 

educating them on the importance of cleanliness and cultivating good hygiene practices. 

We also ensure that all our kindergartens and schools are equipped with ample sanitary 

amenities to serve this purpose.” 

 

Elaborating on Nippon VirusGuard as an ‘industry-first’ innovation, Dr Richard Seow, Chief 

Technology Officer of Nippon Paint South East Asia (NIPSEA) explained, “Silver ion is one of 

the world’s oldest, natural anti-microbial, which forms the active base of Nippon 

VirusGuard’s film to ward off the growth of viruses and bacteria. The Silver Ion 

Technology takes on a 3-step approach whereby it destroys the function of viruses and 

bacteria, stops the viruses and bacteria from reproducing and multiplying, and inhibits 

the growth of bacteria by slowing down the metabolism. This enables the Nippon 

VirusGuard to provide a persistent anti-microbial effect where the silver ions cannot be 

washed off easily.” 

 

On the types of viruses and bacteria it can prevent, he added, “Nippon VirusGuard increases 

defence against outbreak of contagious diseases and also inhibits the growth of viruses 

such as Coxsackievirus A16 (CV-A16) that causes HFMD or H1N1 virus that causes 

Influenza A. It also eradicates bacterial organism such as E. coli and MRSA (Methicillin-

Resistant Staphylococcus aureus).”  

 

The initial test on anti-viral efficacy which was performed by an independent, accredited US 

laboratory, ATS Labs, demonstrated a reduction of more than 90% of the HFMD and H1N1 

influenza viruses over a 24-hour exposure period in comparison to the results of conventional 

paint. 
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Product innovation, resulting in revolutionary products including the latest Nippon VirusGuard, 

has always been a primary focus of the Nippon Paint’s business philosophy. Yaw explained, 

“Over the years, Nippon Paint as Malaysia’s No. 1 total coating solutions provider has 

spearheaded a series of industry-first innovations in the market. In addition to the Nippon 

VirusGuard within the functional coatings category, we were the first in the industry to 

introduce the Nippon Odour-less coatings, which today is a standard for paint in the 

industry. Furthermore, we were also the first to launch Nippon Odour-less AirCare, which 

can improve indoor air quality by absorbing harmful formaldehyde. We also offer 

coatings that can reduce both external surface and indoor room temperature up to five 

degrees Celsius for better comfort.”  

   

In line with its recent brand and corporate repositioning from “The Paint Expert” to “The Coatings 

Expert”, Nippon Paint today has the capability to serve multi-segments such as Architectural, 

Protective, Industrial, Automotive and Marine, coating multi-surfaces from metal to wood, tiles, 

cement, slate, glass and even plastic – in both functional as well as aesthetic categories. 

 

The Nippon VirusGuard is available in a wide range of colours through its 1,500 dealers 

nationwide. For more information, please visit www.nipponpaint.com.my/VirusGuard  

 

************** 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nipponpaint.com/
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(from left) Dr. Richard Seow, Chief Technology Officer of Nippon Paint South East Asia 

Group, Ms. Gladys Goh, Group General Manager of Nippon Paint Malaysia Group, Mr. Yaw 

Seng Heng, Group Managing Director of Nippon Paint Malaysia Group, Mr. Ee Ching Wah, 

Group President of R.E.A.L Education Group, Ms. Rachel Leow, General Manager of R.E.A.L 

Kids. 

 

 
Mr. Yaw Seng Heng and Mr. Ee Ching Wah at the launch of Nippon VirusGuard 
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Dr. Chan Yoke Fun giving her presentation on HFMD 
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About Nippon Paint Malaysia Group 

 

The Nippon Paint Malaysia Group (“NPM Group”) is currently Malaysia’s No. 1 Total Coating 

Solutions provider, enjoying its market leadership position since 2008. The NPM Group is part 

of the Nippon Paint Group, which is currently Asia’s No. 1 coating manufacturer spanning 15 

countries, built on a heritage of over 130 years dating back to 1881 in Japan. 

 

Established in 1967 as Nippon Paint (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd., the company has since grown in 

leaps and bounds, and today, has emerged as a significant regional player within the coatings 

industry with presence in countries such as Pakistan, the Philippines, Bangladesh, Thailand and 

Indonesia. 

  

The NPM Group places strong emphasis in Research and Development (R&D) activities, which 

remains a core priority to its success in product innovation. As a global leader in coating 

technologies with a database of more than 10,000 paint formulations, the NPM Group prides 

itself in being a Total Coating Solutions provider with a multi-segment portfolio of offerings 

ranging from Architectural, Automotive, Industrial, Protective to Marine coatings.  

 

The Group has won consumer choice awards such as the Reader’s Digest Trusted Brand 

Awards (2006-2015) and Putra Brand Awards (2010-2015), as well as received industry 

accolades such as the Best Company for Leadership in Paint Technology Asia by IAIR in 2014 

and Frost & Sullivan’s Paint & Coatings Company of The Year in 2011. In its concerted effort to 

champion sustainability towards a greener footprint, the Group has received the Green Label 

Certification (by the Singapore Environment Council), EcoLabelling Certification Licence (by 

SIRIM QAS International) and several Green Excellence Awards by Frost & Sullivan. 

 

 

For more information on Nippon Paint Malaysia: 

Website: www.nipponpaint.com.my 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/nipponpaintblobbies 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/NipponPaintMalaysia 

Toll free no: 1-800-88-2663 
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Joshua Lim, Mr        
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Eric Lai, Mr   
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